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University of Missouri Press, United States, 2009. Hardback. Book Condition: New. 230 x 152 mm. Lang uag e: Eng lish . Brand New Book. When
Democrats in the House of Representatives locked horns with President Ronald Reag an over the latter s fiscal policies, the ensuing  conflict
reinforced the seismic shiF in the political landscape that the 1980 election had broug ht. Karl Brandt now tells the story of how the New Deal
Democratic coalition was able to sustain itself in the face of an unprecedented Republican assault - in a conflict whose reverberations are still
being  felt today. AFer a bipartisan conservative House coalition passed Reag an s budg et and tax cuts in 1981, conservative Democrats
became worried about the increasing ly larg e deficits produced by REag anomics and questioned the administration s spending  priorities. In
one of the few studies of cong ressional politics in the 1980s, Brandt describes the House Democratic leadership s eIorts to rebuild party unity
while facing  challeng es from conservative Democrats, the Reag an administration, and the emerg ing  fiscal crisis.He tells how Democrats
worked hard to rein in party conservatives, to craF consensus-oriented policies palatable to all Democrats, and over the coming  years to force
the president and the Senate to compromise over fiscal policy. Drawing  on primary source materials unavailable in the 1980s - including
transcripts from closed-door meeting s and internal House documents - Brandt chronicles the events that resulted in the explosion of the fiscal
crisis, examines the g rowth of an intensely partisan political environment, and provides insig ht into the dynamics of creating  a national
budg et. He cuts throug h conservative rhetoric to show how Reag an s fiscal policies deepened federal deficits and reveals how the partisan
strug g les of the Reag an years redefined the Democrats along  more centrist lines.When the dust had settled, the Democratic Party had
become more unified in the face...
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