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Print on Demand *****.No one can expect to find the history of the Church free from vicissitude; as it has its brig ht and g lorious periods, so
also it has its times of g loom and darkness, when a superficial observer mig ht almost interpret the disastrous character of the more salient
facts that meet his eye, as the evidence of a suspension of the vital activity and healthy vig or of the whole body. But the life of the Church is
essentially internal, and depends on the free action of divine g race, penetrating  and animating  the whole community-an action that is
perpetually kept up by the most common and unobtrusive ministrations of sacramental streng th, which are g oing  on in full frequency and
eFicacy, while the political fortunes of the hierarchy, or of the supreme power, are crushed by oppression or persecution; or even while
scandals are seen in hig h places-when bishops become courtiers, when cardinals are truckling  to king s and emperors, and popes are in
captivity or exile. And it oGen happens that these dark times are most prolific of the noblest fruits of the interior life; and that at such seasons
the choicest treasures of the Church-the souls on whom g reat and special g races have been bestowed-are providentially broug ht out into
unusual prominence, so as to exercise g reat influence and g ive a character to the period, or a direction to some of its most important
transactions. Even if it be not so, at all events we have only to g o a little below the surface in order to find plentiful indications of the rich veins
that are contained in no soil but one. Thus, in Italy, at the time in which this paper treats, there...
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