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The University Press of Kentucky, United States, 2013. Hardback. Condition: New. Lang uag e: Eng lish . Brand New Book. Charming  and
classically handsome, John Gilbert (1897--1936) was among  the world s most recog nisable actors during  the silent era. He was a wild,
swashbuckling  fig ure on screen and oH, and accounts of his life have focused on his hig h-profile romances with Greta Garbo and Marlene
Dietrich, his leg endary conflicts with Louis B. Mayer, his four tumultuous marriag es, and his swiI decline aIer the introduction of talkies. A
dramatic and interesting  personality, Gilbert served as one of the primary inspirations for the character of Georg e Valentin in the Academy
Award--winning  movie The Artist (2011). Many myths have developed around the larg er-than-life star in the eig hty years since his untimely
death, but this definitive biog raphy sets the record straig ht. Eve Golden separates fact from fiction in John Gilbert: The Last of the Silent Film
Stars, tracing  the actor s life from his youth spent traveling  with his mother in acting  troupes to the peak of fame at MGM, where he starred
opposite Mae Murray, Norma Shearer, Joan Crawford, Greta Garbo, and other actresses in popular films such as The Merry Widow (1925), The
Big  Parade (1925), Flesh and the Devil (1926), and Love(1927). Golden debunks some of the most pernicious rumours about the actor, including
the oI-repeated myth that he had a hig h-pitched, squeaky voice that ruined his career. Meticulous, comprehensive, and g enerously
illustrated, this book provides a behind-the-scenes look at one of the silent era s g reatest stars and the g lamorous yet brutal world in which he
lived.
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