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Demand *****.Excerpt from Some Indian Conceptions of Music The slender outline of the Indian musical system which is g iven in the following
pag es mig ht be used as a g uide throug h the intricacies of existing  treatises on the subject. The student finds in these much that is
contradictory in seeming , and confusing  in nomenclature; but I venture to believe that the principles so briefly stated in this paper are, on the
contrary, common to the whole of Indian musical art, althoug h the terms employed are sometimes of the North, and sometimes of the South.
What we have to remember in our study of Indian music - as, indeed, of any worthy subject - is that it is the fact that matters, not the name by
which the fact is called, or the convention by which it may be concealed. Thus, for instance, the apparent diFerence between the system of
melas in the South and that of rag as in the North ceases to be a question of essential import when we see that the mela is only rag a resolved
into its component tones for purposes of classification and analysis, and that Northern and Southern rag as are equally susceptible to such
resolution. Or ag ain, the much-disputed question as to the number of srutis (microtones) becomes to us a matter of entire indiFerence when
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