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C OUNT RIES 

Y Lolfa, 2005. Book Condition: New. Brand New, Unread Copy in Perfect Condition. A+ Customer Service! Summary: Socioling uist Joshua
Fishman starts his preface, "The SoB Smile and the Iron Fist", by noting  that the "white death" of assimilation of minority cultures (delivered by
those with the "soB smile") in these more benig n times is not much diCerent in its end results than the "black death" of g enocide (delivered by
g overnments with an "iron fist") in earlier days when minority lang uag es were simply forbidden and crushed. And even when g overnments are
"supportive" the support is oBen more verbal than real. Fishman''s advice to supporters of threatened lang uag es is to not "place their trust in
princes", but to primarily undertake eCorts they can implement themselves, "by their own sweat, tears and resources". This is advice he feels is
needed for the six Celtic lang uag es in view of the lack of true support from France or Britain. In his research of a number of minority lang uag es
throug hout the world, Fishman has proposed that reversing  a downward slide can be accomplished by building  lang uag es in stag es which lay
foundations for g rowth. This model was first published in his 1991 work, "Reversing  Lang uag e ShiB" and it involves eig ht stag es needed to
reverse the loss of a lang uag e. At the base is the transmission of a lang uag e within the family and its use by a community. Work for a lang uag e
at all other stag es - schooling , media and wider public presence will only be eCective if you have that base. Diarmuid O Neill, the head of the
Canadian Branch of the International Committee for the Defense of the Breton Lang uag e, launched the project to put tog ether this book on all
six Celtic lang uag es over five years ag o. He has invested a g reat deal of his own...
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