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Taylor Francis Ltd, United King dom, 2008. Hardback. Book Condition: New. 236 x 154 mm. Lang uag e: Eng lish . Brand New Book. Drawing  upon
the rich heterog eneity of Denis Diderot s texts-whether scientific, aesthetic, philosophic or literary-Andrew Clark locates and examines an
important epistemolog ical shiH both in Diderot s oeuvre and in the eig hteenth century more g enerally. In Western Europe during  the 1750s, the
human body was reconceptualized as physiolog ists beg an to emphasize the connections, communication, and relationships among
relatively autonomous somatic parts and an animated whole. This new conceptualization was part of a larg er philosophical and
epistemolog ical shiH in the relationship of part to whole, as discovered in that of bee to swarm; org an to body; word to phrase; dissonant
chord to harmonic prog ression; article to encyclopedia; and individual citizen to body politic. Starting  from Diderot s concept of the body as
elaborated from the physiolog ical research and speculation of contemporaries such as Haller and Bordeu, the author investig ates how the
log ic of an unstable relationship of part to whole animates much of Diderot s writing  in g enres rang ing  from art criticism to theatre to
philosophy of science. In particular, Clark examines the musical fig ure of dissonance, a fig ure used by Diderot himself, as a useful theoretical
model to g ive insig ht into these complex relations. This study bring s a fresh approach to the classic question of whether Diderot s work
represents a consistent point of view or a series of ruptures and chang es of position.
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