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*****.It was a g loomy place. It would have been dark but for a heap of blazing  wood upon a rock at one side. That is, it looked like a rock at first
sig ht, but upon a closer inspection it proved to be a cube of well-fitted, althoug h roug hly finished, masonry. It was about six feet square, and
there were three stone steps leading  up in front. Behind this altar-like structure a vast wall of the natural rock, a dark limestone, had been
sculptured into the shape of a colossal and exceeding ly ug ly human face, -as if the head of a stone g iant were half sunken in that side of what
was evidently an immense cave. There were men in the cave, but no women were to be seen. Several of the men were standing  near the altar,
and one of them was putting  fuel upon the fire. The only g arment worn by any of them was a rag g ed blanket, the Mexican serape. In the middle
of the blanket was a hole, and when the wearer s head was thrust throug h this he was in full dress.
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