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Oxford University Press. Hardback. Book Condition: new. BRAND NEW PRINT ON DEMAND., Foundations of Metacog nition, Michael J. Beran,
Johannes Brandl, Josef Perner, Joelle Proust, Metacog nition refers to the awareness an individual has of their own mental processes (also
referred to as ' thinking  about thinking '). In the past thirty years metacog nition research has become a rapidly g rowing  field of interdisciplinary
research within the cog nitive sciences. Just recently, there have been major chang es in this field, stimulated by the controversial issues of
metacog nition in nonhuman animals and in early infancy. Consequently the question what defines a metacog nitive process has become a
matter of debate: how should one disting uish between simple minds that are not yet capable of any metacog nitive processing , and minds
with a more advanced architecture that exhibit such a capacity? Do nonhuman animals process the ability to monitor their own mental
actions? If metacog nition is unique to humans, then at what stag e in development does it occur, and how can we disting uish between
cog nitive and metacog nitive processes? The Foundations of Metacog nition bring s tog ether leading  cog nitive scientists to consider these
questions. It explores them from three diAerent perspectives: from an evolutionary point of view the authors ask whether there is suAicient
evidence that some non-human primates or other animals monitor their mental states and thereby exhibit a form of metacog nition. From a
developmental perspective the authors ask when children start to monitor, evaluate und control their own minds. And from a philosophical
point of view the main issue is how to draw the line between cog nitive and metacog nitive processes, and how to integ rate the diAerent
functions in which metacog nition is involved into a sing le coherent picture of the mind. The foundations of metacog nition - whatever they will
turn out to be - have to be as complex as this pattern...
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