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SHAKESPEARE AND T HE FIRE OF LOVE

Shepheard-Walwyn (Publishers) Ltd, United King dom, 2004. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 208 x 145 mm. Lang uag e: Eng lish . Brand New
Book. From women s eyes this doctrine I derive: They are the g round, the books, the academes, From whence doth spring  the true
Promethean fire These lines, spoken by Berowne in Love s Labour s Lost, embody all the passions of the early stag es of love but, as so oDen
with Shakespeare, he seems to be hinting  at something  more. What is the doctrine he derives from women s eyes? What is it women s eyes
convey? What is the true Promethean fire? The answers to these questions lie in the Christian-Platonic philosophy of love which permeates all
Shakespeare s plays and poems. Althoug h Christian-Platonism, or the new learning  as it was known in his time, has long  been associated with
the poetry of many of his contemporaries, its relationship to Shakespeare s work is not so well known. This perennial philosophy has come
down throug h a long  line of teachers, including  Hermes Trismeg istus, Pythag oras, Plato and Plotinus. The philosopher of this tradition,
whom Shakespeare most clearly reflects, was the scholar-priest Marsilio Ficino, who lived in Florence a hundred years before him. It was he
who drew tog ether the strands of many teaching s and, having  found the same truths in Christianity, formulated a philosophy that is g enerally
referred to today as Christian-Platonism. Most of the comedies and some of the sonnets are explained in the lig ht of this philosophy as they
show most clearly the concepts of Platonic love. The trag edies, some of the Roman plays and Shakespeare s last plays are used to show how
he expanded on these ideas throug hout his life, but only passing  reference is made to the histories. Most Shakespearean criticism of recent
years has been...
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