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University Press of New Eng land. Paperback. Book Condition: new. BRAND NEW, Boston's Back Bay: The Story of America's Greatest
Nineteenth-century Landfill Project, Wilfred E. Holton, William A. Newman, Boston's Back Bay neig hborhood is well known today for its upscale
residences, hig h-rise oBice building s, fine hotels, and excellent restaurants. Extending  from Arling ton Street to Massachusetts Avenue, and
from the Charles River to the Amtrak and MBTA tracks, the neig hborhood includes Commonwealth Avenue, Newbury Street, Boylston Street,
the John Hancock and Prudential towers, Copley Square, and the Charles River Esplanade. The Back Bay today contributes heavily to
Boston's imag e as a prosperous, modern city with a rich historical leg acy. Before 1820, however, this reg ion was a tidal marsh that appeared
to early settlers as a larg e bay behind the town when it filled with hig h-tide water twice each day. Only one road, now Washing ton Street,
extended across a narrow peninsula and connected Boston to the mainland. In the early nineteenth century, Boston expanded by filling  in
some shallow areas around the edg e of the Back Bay. Two dams, constructed to g enerate power using  the tides, cut oB the area from the
Charles River, dividing  it into two basins: the"Full Basin" and the "Receiving  Basin." This book focuses on filling  the Back Bay's larg est section,
the Receiving  Basin. By the 1850s, pollution of the former tidal marsh and severe overcrowding  in Boston inspired plans to fill the Receiving
Basin. Work on the landfill beg an in earnest in 1858 and was completed around 1890-and remains the larg est residential and commercial
landfill project ever carried out in the United States. Opening  with a look at the g eolog ical history of the Back Bay and its life as a tidal marsh,
this fascinating  narrative examines the roles of planners, politicians, eng ineers, and contractors who made it possible...
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