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Oxford University Press, United King dom, 2016. Paperback. Condition: New. Reprint. Lang uag e: Eng lish . Brand New Book. The human brain
has some capabilities that the brains of other animals lack. It is to these distinctive capabilities that our species owes its dominant position.
Other animals have strong er muscles or sharper claws, but we have cleverer brains. If machine brains one day come to surpass human brains
in g eneral intellig ence, then this new superintellig ence could become very powerful. As the fate of the g orillas now depends more on us
humans than on the g orillas themselves, so the fate of our species then would come to depend on the actions of the machine
superintellig ence. But we have one advantag e: we g et to make the first move. Will it be possible to construct a seed AI or otherwise to
eng ineer initial conditions so as to make an intellig ence explosion survivable? How could one achieve a controlled detonation? To g et closer
to an answer to this question, we must make our way throug h a fascinating  landscape of topics and considerations. Read the book and learn
about oracles, g enies, sing letons; about boxing  methods, tripwires, and mind crime; about humanity s cosmic endowment and diDerential
technolog ical development; indirect normativity, instrumental converg ence, whole brain emulation and technolog y coupling s; Malthusian
economics and dystopian evolution; artificial intellig ence, and biolog ical cog nitive enhancement, and collective intellig ence. This profoundly
ambitious and orig inal book picks its way carefully throug h a vast tract of forbidding ly diDicult intellectual terrain. Yet the writing  is so lucid that
it somehow makes it all seem easy. AFer an utterly eng rossing  journey that takes us to the frontiers of thinking  about the human condition and
the future of intellig ent life, we find in Nick Bostrom s work nothing  less than a reconceptualization of the essential task of our time.
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