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West in Canada; II. External Relations; III. Lord Shaug hnessy s Resig nation It must be admitted that there has been a g ood deal of
exasperation over the hig h wag es received by alien workmen and their immunity from internment or military service. This feeling  is particularly
acute among  returning  soldiers, but is by no means confined to the military element. On the other hand, there is such a scarcity of labour for
the fields, the mines and the industries that the g eneral activities of the country could hardlv have been maintain ed without this reserve of
alien workers. Generally even Germans and Austrlans have been tractable enoug h, but how far this was due to the vig ilance of the Mounted
Police only history will disclose. It is easy, however, to understand the g eneral feeling  ag ainst alien farmers who reap their crops and alien
workers who pocket swollen wag es in comfort and security, while the sons of the household g ive their lives to maintain the institutions by
which these foreig n g roups are sheltered and protected. It is said that many of these aliens are hoarding  their wag es in expectation of
returning  to their own countries when peace is restored, and many in the fear that they will be ruthlessly displaced when the soldiers come
back from Europe. But in all the exasperation ag ainst aliens there is a complete con?ict of opinion as to how they should be treated, a g eneral
admission that this labour has been necessary and valuable, and a common doubt if forced labour could be made economically profitable.
The dissatisfaction is deeper perhaps because the very diffi culties of the situation have made any heroic treatment of the...
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