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battles new. A young  g irl comes of ag e, a woman rides a sacred camel to rally her clan, and a man wields a heavenly sword. In the early years
of Islam, three lives braid tog ether. Khalid ibn al-Wal d never lost a battle, either fig hting  ag ainst the Prophet Muhammad or for him. Women
no long er g ive birth to the likes of Khalid, the Prophet said. In old ag e, the g eneral dictates his memoirs to a eunuch scribe, with a new
perspective to all the blood he shed. In the desert oasis of Tadmor, twelve-year-old Rayah discovers the dang ers of accepting  her new
relig ion and her own power. And in the desert of an earlier time, a childless woman works a spell. She spins power from heaven from which a
love, a life and a deadly sword are forg ed. Her daug hter will lead a desperate war--and recite Satanic Verses. About the Author Born and
raised in Salt Lake City, Ann Chamberlin also spent big  blocks of time as a child in Europe where her father was visiting  professor of
mathematics. AFer flitting  from school to school and major to major including  theater, history and Eng lish, she finally majored in Archaeolog y
of the Middle East at the University of Utah. She spent a summer in Israel excavating  the biblical city of Beersheva, traveling  throug hout the
Holy Land and living  in the old city of Jerusalem for a month. She has studied Hebrew, Arabic, Eg yptian hierog lyphs and ancient Akkadian as
well as French and German. She has...
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