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1861, a youth of seventeen, accompanied by my widowed mother and younger brother, | arrived in San Francisco, by way of the Isthmus of
Panama, in search of health and opportunity. Our family physician had warned me to exchange at once the harsh climate of my native city of
Boston for the sunshine and out-of-door life of California. I had little or no acquaintance with conditions on the Pacific Coast. My only reliance
was on the Providence which had hitherto guided our family destinies, and my earnest purpose and modest capacity for service. Kind friends
had provided me with letters of introduction to residents of San Francisco. One of these addressed to the Rev. Thomas Starr King of that city
proved to be the golden key which not only opened to me the riches of his opulent and generous nature, but also the door of social, business
and religious opportunity. On landing, our little family found a temporary abiding place. The next step was to present our letters of
introduction and seek some bread-winning employment. About the Publisher Forgotten Books publishes hundreds of thousands of rare and
classic books. Find more at This book is a reproduction of an important historical work. Forgotten Books uses state-of-the-art technology to
digitally reconstruct the work, preserving the original format whilst repairing imperfections present in the aged copy. In rare cases, an
imperfection in the original, such as a blemish or missing page, may be replicated in our edition. We do, however, repair the vast majority of
imperfections successfully; any...
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