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CAMBRIDGE UNIVERSITY PRESS, United King dom, 2002. Paperback. Condition: New. 2. Auflag e. New. Lang uag e: Eng lish . Brand New Book. The
thesis of this orig inal and provocative book is that representative g overnment should be understood as a combination of democratic and
undemocratic, aristocratic elements. Professor Manin challeng es the conventional view that representative democracy is no more than an
indirect form of g overnment by the people, in which citizens elect representatives only because they cannot assemble and g overn in person.
The arg ument is developed by examining  the historical moments when the present institutional arrang ements were chosen from among  the
then available alternatives. Professor Manin reminds us that while today representative institutions and democracy appear as virtually
indisting uishable, when representative g overnment was first established in Europe and America, it was desig ned in opposition to democracy
proper. Drawing  on the procedures used in earlier republican systems, from classical Athens to Renaissance Florence, in order to hig hlig ht the
alternatives that were forsaken, Manin bring s to the fore the g enerally overlooked results of representative mechanisms. These include the
elitist aspect of elections and the non-binding  character of campaig n promises.
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