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Cornell University Press, United States, 2007. Hardback. Condition: New. Lang uag e: Eng lish . Brand New Book. How can democratization,
coupled with transnational integ ration, resolve conflicts over cultural diBerence in places that are marked by leg acies of nationalist
competition? This book explores that question throug h a comparative study of contestations over lang uag e use in the heart of the post-
Communist reg ion. Zsuzsa Cserg o notes that newly independent g overnments looked to rejoin the West, in particular the European Union,
while at the same time asserting  control over the institutions they considered key to the reproduction of national cultures. These national
projects resulted in renewed salience for minority lang uag e rig hts and a complicated politics trig g ering  EU concerns about the treatment of
reg ional/cultural minorities. Cserg o s field research in Romania, Hung ary, and Slovakia leads her to make a bold claim about the primacy of
domestic politics in the construction of democratic solutions to the conundrum of nation building  and minority rig hts.Talk of the Nation breaks
new g round by focusing  on both majority and minority political elites and parties in interethnic relations. Cserg o challeng es arg uments about
the overwhelming  importance of international influence. Her book demonstrates that the role of domestic political actors in interethnic
reconciliation is not merely that of compliance with international requirements or eBectiveness in responding  to external pressure--they are
larg ely g uided by the internal democratic process.
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