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***** Chapter I. -- The Proof from Reason Introduction. Inadequacy of many arguments in favour of Theism. The argument from Consciousness
an invalid one. Fundamental scepticism of Mill and Hamilton. The proof of Theism sufficient but not resistless. Moral hindrances to its
acceptance, viz., the indulgence of the passions, and pride. Growth of the idea of God in children. 1. Argument from Design. Often
exaggerated. It proves a wise designer, but not an all-wise Creator. Imperfections in the universe. Their explanation. 2. Argument from

Causation. Proves irrefragably the existence of a First Cause, independent, self-existent, Infinite, combining all the perfections in the universe.
Difficulties -- (a) God cannot contain material perfections. (b) A cause does not necessarily comprise all the perfections of its effect. (c) Primeval
force may have produced all things. (d) God cannot be a Person, for personality implies limitation. Replies. Summary of argument. Chapter Il. --
Subsidiary Arguments Struggle in the mind of the sceptic. 3. Argument from the Moral Law. Can conscience be accounted for on utilitarian

grounds? Difficulty of urging the moral argument against the sceptic. Its limits. It confirms and establishes the belief already derived from other
sources. Is conclusive rather than convincing. 4. Argument from general consent of mankind. Not in itself a peremptory argument. Is often set
aside by sceptics on insufficient grounds. Is calculated to strengthen belief rather than to produce it. Theism strong by reason of the moral
strength of its supporters, and the moral weakness and degradation of its adversaries. Summary. Is there a natural order in the various

arguments for God s existence? Chapter lll. -- Popular Difficulties Further struggle in the mind of the sceptic. Objections to Theism - (1)...
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