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Court of California said yes, marking another milestone on the information superhighway. This extraordinary case is one of the many that
James Boyle takes up in Shamans, Software, and Spleens, a timely look at the infinitely tricky problems posed by the information society.
Discussing topics ranging from blackmail and insider trading to artificial intelligence (with good-humored stops in microeconomics,
intellectual property, and cultural studies along the way), Boyle has produced a work that can fairly be called the first social theory of the
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powerful implications. These are the questions Boyle explores in matters as diverse as autodialers and direct advertising, electronic bulletin
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Heres Johnny!), and the right to privacy (does J. D. Salinger own the letters hes sent). Boyle finds that our ideas about intellectual property
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restricting debate, slowing innovation, and widening the gap between rich and poor nations. What emerges from this lively discussion is a
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