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the Montana Commission on Higher Education With the Recommendations of the State Board of Education: September 26, 1944 After
thorough consideration of these reports it is the opinion of the members of the Board that two conclusions constitute the framework of the

Commission s recommendations. The first of these provides for the unification of the six units of the University into a single educational

system with unified budgetary control and administration. The second recommends, a clarification and definition of the powers of the State

Board of Education. The past experience of the Board supplies many examples of the difficulties under which the Board functions when it has
responsibility for the control of higher education but is without authority to carry out the responsibility. Time and again the lack of unity in the

educational structure itself, the fiscal independence of the indi vidual institutions and the lack of budgetary control have ham pered the Board

in its efforts to administer the system of higher education with wisdom and efficiency. The Board-also concurs with the recommendations of
the Commission with regard to budgetary procedure, planning of buildings and equipment and the elimination of unnecessary dupli cation.

These will be carried forward as rapidly and effectively as possible within the powers. Possessed by the Board. Without doubt the Commission
manifested wisdom in urging special at tention to the education of returned soldiers and other specialized war needs. The majority report
recommends changes in the composition of the State Board of Education. The Board believes these changesshould not be made. A proposal

fora change in the composition ofthe Board was submitted to the people at the 1942 election and rejected. In...
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