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*****.NEAR an ancient temple in Southern India is a larg e calm, beautiful pool, enclosed by stone walls, broken here and there by wide spaces
fitted with steps leading  down to the water s edg e; and almost within reach of the hand of one standing  on the lowest step are pink Lotus lilies
floating  serenely on the quiet water or standing  up from it in a certain proud loveliness all their own. We were travelling  to the neig hbouring
town when we came upon this pool. We could not pass it with only a g lance, so we stopped our bullock-carts and unpacked ourselves-we
were four or five to a cart-and we climbed down the broken, time-worn steps and g azed and g azed till the beauty entered into us. Who can
describe that harmony of colour, a Lotus-pool in blossom in clear shining  aDer rain! The g rey old walls, the brown water, the dark g reen of the
Lotus leaves, the delicate pink of the flowers; overhead, infinite crystalline blue; and beyond the old walls, palms. With us was a young  Indian
friend. I will g ather some of the lilies for you, he said, with the quick Indian desire to g ive pleasure; but some one interposed: They must not be
g athered by us. The pool belong s to the Temple. It was as if a stone had been flung  straig ht at a mirror. There was a sense of crash and the
shattering  of some brig ht imag e. The Lotus-pool was a Temple pool; its flowers are Temple flowers. The little buds that float and open on the
water, lifting  young  innocent faces up to the lig ht as it smiles down upon them and fills them...
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