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281374 To determine the basis and support for the Navys decisions to lease instead Scope and of purchase selected auxiliary vessels, we
interviewed and requested Methodology documents from Military Sealift Command, Naval Sea Systems Command, Office of the Assistant
Secretary of the Navy ( Financial Management Comptroller ), Office of the Deputy Chief of Naval Operations ( Logistics ), and the Center for
Naval Analyses officials in Washington, D. C. We also interviewed officials from Edison Chouest Offshore in Galliano, Louisiana; Avondale
Industries, Inc., in New Orleans, Louisiana; and the American Shipbuilding Association in Washington, D. C. We also reviewed congressional
hearings and previous reports by us, Navy contractors, and others regarding the leasing of vessels by the Navy, and we examined applicable
laws and regulations. To review past concerns regarding the leasing decisions of the early 1970s and early 1980s, we primarily relied upon
congressional hearings conducted in the early 1980s and previous reports. We also interviewed Navy and Military Sealift Command officials. To
identify legislative and regulatory changes that affect current and future long-term leasing, we examined applicable laws, legislative histories,
and regulations. We also interviewed Military Sealift Command and industry officials. We did not verify the reliability of the lease payment data
provided by ( 1) the Military Sealift Command from its contract files and accounting systems and (2) in select cases, Edison Chouest Offshore.
The Military Sealift Command was unable to provide lease payment data relating to the Sealift tanker program. According to agency officials,
the Sealift tanker contracts...
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