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Skateboarding  down the cul-de-sac in front of our home, my 10-year-old son was enjoying  a warm, sunny morning  of vacation from school.
Jordan had just completed fourth g rade two days earlier and was looking  forward to a summer filled with g olf, swimming , and friends. I was
inside the house when I heard one of those awful screams that a mother knows and dreads. Feeling  my adrenaline level at an all-time hig h, I
bolted outside to find Jordan lying  in the middle of the street, g roaning  in pain and shock. He had experienced a freak fall oE his skateboard,
and althoug h we didn t know it at the time, his leF femur (the larg est bone in his body) had snapped in two. Realizing  that I could not g et
Jordan to the hospital myself, I called an ambulance and sat down next to him, trying  to remain calm on the outside until help came. I felt
rather helpless--the only physical comfort I could oEer him was my presence. AFer X-rays in the emerg ency room, the orthopedic surg eon was
called and plans were made for Dr. Watt to operate the next day. While my husband stayed with Jordan, I made a short trip home that evening
to pick up some thing s we needed at the hospital. My previous composure dissolved when I walked into my son s bedroom and looked at all
his treasures and projects, and I had a g ood, long  cry. It had been a serious accident, but I was g rateful that he was alive. I drove back to the
hospital and spent the nig ht with Jordan. Several times I drifted off to sleep and then woke up, hearing  his faint...
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