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***** Since childhood days he had been haunted by a Wave. It appeared with the very dawn of thought, and was his earliest recollection of any
vividness. It was also his first experience of nightmare: a wave of an odd, dun colour, almost tawny, that rose behind him, advanced, curled
over in the act of toppling, and then stood still. It threatened, but it did not fall. It paused, hovering in a position contrary to nature; it waited.
Something prevented; it was not meant to fall; the right moment had not yet arrived. If only it would fall! It swept across the skyline in a huge,
long curve far overhead, hanging dreadfully suspended. Beneath his feet he felt the roots of it withdrawing; he shuffled furiously and made
violent efforts; but the suction undermined him where he stood. The ground yielded and dropped away. He only sank in deeper. His entire
weight became that of a feather against the gigantic tension of the mass that any moment, it seemed, must lift him in its rising curve, bend,
break, and twist him, then fling him crashing forward to his smothering fate. Yet the moment never came. The Wave hung balanced between
him and the sky, poised in mid-air. It did not fall. And the torture of that infinite pause contained the essence of the nightmare. The Wave
invariably came up behind him, stealthily, from what seemed interminable distance. He never met it. It overtook him from the rear. The horizon
hid it till it rose. There were stages in its history, moreover, and in the effect it produced upon his early mind. Usually he woke up the moment
he realised...
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