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Biennial Report of the Bureau of Labor Statistics of the State of California: For the Years 1899-1900 The work of this Bureau, carried to
completeness, covers a large and exceedingly varied field, while the authority and means possessed by those connected therewith for
accomplishing the said work are but limited. To well gather the industrial statistics of the State, and there after to tabulate and present
biennially in a report, in an intelligent manner, such statistics, as contemplated by the Act creating the Bureau, require a larger staff of
assistants, and a more liberal appropriation, than the Bureau has been provided with thus far. In addition to the statistical work named,
statutes enacted from time to time have added other work to the Bureau, such as inspection of industrial establishments, and the
enforcement therein of laws relating to the safety, health, and comfort of employes. And still again, other work has, by legislative mandate or
by custom, grown to be part of the work of the Bureau; such, for instance; as the investigation of com plaints by working people of wrong or
injustice suffered by them at the hands of employers or others, and the righting of the wrong or injustice complained of, when it is found to
exist, as far as within the power of the Bureau so to do. My predecessors, almost without exception, have called attention to the failures which
usually follow attempts to collect data by correspond ence. Those possessed of the information sought for in such cases, and to whom
inquiries are addressed, as a rule neglect to make reply. This neglect arises, in some cases, from simple indifference; in others, from
resentment toward what...
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