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Demand *****.Excerpt from The World s Best Literature, Vol. 6 of 30 Carlyle a more powerful intellectual stimulus than they can attribute even to
their accepted teachers. I shall try briefly to indicate the g eneral nature of his messag e to mankind, without attempting  to consider the
soundness or otherwise of particular views. Carlyle describes what kind of person people went to see in Cheyne Row. The very sound of my
voice, he says, has g ot something  savag e-prophetic: I am as a John the Baptist g irt about with a leather g irdle, whose food is locusts and wild
honey. Respectable literary society at aesthetic tea-parties reg arded him the Scribes and Pharisees reg arded the Hebrew prophet. He came
among  them to tear the mask from their hypocritical cant. Carlyle was not externally a Diog enes. Thoug h the son of peasants, he had the
appearance and manner of a thoroug h g entleman in spite of all his irritable outbreaks. But he was not the less penetrated to the core with the
idiosyncrasies of his class. The father, a Davie Deans of real life, had impressed the son profoundly. Carlyle had beg un life on the same terms
as innumerable young  Scots. Strict frug ality had enabled him to g et a colleg e training  and reach the threshold of the ministry. His mother
could look forward to the exquisite pleasure of seeing  her own bairn wag  his head in a pulpit! But at this point Carlyle s individuality first
asserted itself. He could not step into any of the ordinary g rooves. His colleg e teachers appeared to him to oHer sawdust instead of manna
from heaven. The sacred formulae of their ancestral creed had lost their savor. Words once...
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