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I was born in the village of Hartford (one mile up White River from White River Junction), Vermont, on the 15th day of September, 1836. My father
was Edward Pratt Harris, a native of Massachusetts. My mother was Elizabeth Sanborn Gillett, a native of Vermont My father graduated at
Dartmouth College in the year 1826. Afterwards he founded the academy at Bradford, Vt. He studied law, and was admitted to practice about
the year 1832. He practiced law in White River Junction, Vt., until the spring of 1837, when he went west to find a home. He located in Rochester,
Mich., and sent for my mother in the summer. She started from Vermont about the Ist of September, and reached Detroit on a steamboat
called the Missouri about the 20th of September, 1837. She arrived at Rochester the next day with my brother, Edward Wright Harris, who was
then about seven years old, and myself, a little over one year old. Father and mother lived in Rochester until the year 1868, when father died,
and soon after mother came to live with me in Washington, D. C. My brother and myself were sent to the district schools until we were old
enough to attend the academy. My healthwas not good, and | was not strong enough to attend school regular, so my education did not get
beyond natural philosophy, geometry, and a few such studies. My whole bent was mechanics. | loved tools, and loved to be at work with
them. Steam engines were my favorites. Natural philosophy and...
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