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Forgotten Books, United States, 2016. Paperback. Condition: New. Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Excerpt
from A Dictionary of English Names of Plants Applied in England and Among English-Speaking People to Cultivated and Wild Plants, Trees and
Shrubs English names, and others are decided improvements on older names. As an instance in which it is a clear gain to ring in the new, ring
out the old, I may mention Torch Lily, which | should think few would hesitate to adopt instead of Red-hot-poker Plant. In giving the popular
and the scientific names of plants together, there is little left for the scientists to complain of One very simple view of the subject has been
apparently overlooked, perhaps from its very simplicity. Why should plants and owers be the only things that we are to have no means of
speaking of in our own language? The utility and necessity of the botanical names no one denies - a noble and simple invention, a lingua
franca for the learned of all nations, though grievously overburdened with synonyms and masses of cumbersome uncrystallised matter. But
why must people who love owers know them by these names only - names that to many of them convey no sort of meaning - for all people
who cultivate or enjoy owers have not such a knowledge of the dead languages as to make the names intelligible? And why in any case speak
in a dead language only of things so essentially living and affecting our daily use and happiness Why should a piece of pedantic tyranny be
imposed on us in this matter, and this only 9 Animals, birds, and insects also have their necessary scientific names, but no one reproves us for
talking of a horse, ora sparrow, or...
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