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Salerno beaches. The Italian Government quickly capitulated but the Germans foug ht on. Althoug h the British XIII Corps and 1st Airborne s
attacks were larg ely uncontested in Calabria and Taranto, the Allied FiGh Army s beachheads at Salerno underwent savag e Nazi
counterattacks. AGer Salerno, the Allied FiGh and Eig hth Armies continued their advance north initially to the ports of Naples and Bari before
strug g ling  throug h Italian massifs, held up by a determined enemy and unfavourable g round and weather. In January 1944, the Fifth Army s X, II
and French Expeditionary Corps attacked across the Garig liano and Rapido Rivers with the aim of breaking  throug h the Gustav Line
fortifications. The Nazi defence at the town of Cassino just succeeded in halting  the two-week Allied attack during  First Battle of Cassino and
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