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The University Press of Kentucky, United States, 2005. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 229 x 152 mm. Lang uag e: Eng lish . Brand New Book
***** Print on Demand *****.The South was many thing s to Mark Twain: boyhood home, testing  g round for manhood, and the principal source
of creative inspiration. Althoug h he leE the South while a young  man, seldom to return, it remained for him always a haunting  presence,
alternately loved and loathed. To follow his chang ing  attitudes toward the South and its people is to observe the evolving  opinions of many
Americans during  the era that bears the abusive name he g ave it -- the Gilded Ag e. This is the first book on a major yet larg ely ig nored aspect
of the private life of Samuel Clemens and one of the major themes in Mark Twain s writing  from 1863 until his death. Mr. Pettit clearly
demonstrates that Mark Twain s feeling s on race and reg ion moved in an intellig ible direction. The son of a poor but proud slave-holding
family in the border South, Samuel Clemens was a product of his time and place. His retreat in 1861 to the Nevada territory, a strong hold of
Northern sentiment, resulted in a hasty shiE to anti-Southern views, born more of social pressures than of a g enuine chang e of heart. This shiE
became strong er aEer his move to New York in 1866. Yet the South continued to pull him emotionally, becoming  in his tang led imag ination
both the mythical Eden of Tom Sawyer and the symbol of white racial g uilt ultimately expressed in the paradoxical fig ure of Roxana in Pudd
nhead Wilson. At the same time, Mark Twain the humorist and jester to his ag e was slow to discard the racist jokes that were commonplace in
his day. After his marriag e into Eastern money and respectability,...
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