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veng eance was sworn ag ainst them. Not all the dread of an invasion by the French could reconcile the people of these coasts to the necessity
of impressment. Fear and confusion prevailed aAer this to within many miles of the sea-shore. A Yorkshire g entleman of rank said that his
labourers dispersed like a covey of birds, because a press-g ang  was reported to have established itself so far inland as Tadcaster; and they
only returned to work on the assurance from the steward of his masters protection, but even then beg g ed leave to sleep on straw in the
stables or outhouses belong ing  to their landlord, not daring  to sleep at their own homes. No fish was caug ht, for the fishermen dared not
venture out to sea; the markets were deserted, as the press-g ang s mig ht come down on any g athering  of men; prices were raised, and many
were impoverished; many others ruined. For in the g reat strug g le in which Eng land was then involved, the navy was esteemed her safeg uard;
and men must be had at any price of money, or suDering , or of injustice. Landsmen were kidnapped and taken to London; there, in too many
instances, to be discharg ed without redress and penniless, because they were discovered to be useless for the purpose for which they had
been taken. Autumn broug ht back the whaling -ships. But the period of their return was full of g loomy anxiety, instead of its being  the annual
time of rejoicing  and feasting ; of g laddened households, where brave steady husbands or sons returned; of unlimited and reckless
expenditure, and boisterous joviality among  those who thoug ht that they had earned unbounded licence on shore by their six months of...
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