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*****.My big  brother was five years older than me but only three g rades ahead. He d beg un his studies at the same ag e I had but he didn t I like
the idea of moving  hastily in an important matter like education. He wanted to lay a firm foundation for that g reat edifice, so he took two years
to do one year s work; sometimes he even took three. If the foundations weren t well-made, how could the edifice endure? I was nine, he was
fourteen. He had full rig ht by seniority to supervise and instruct me. And I was expected to accept every order of his as law. By nature he was
very studious. He was always sitting  with a book open. And perhaps to rest his brain he would sometimes draw pictures of birds, dog s and
cats in the marg in of his notebook. Occasionally he would write a name, ? word or a sentence ten or twenty times. He mig ht copy a couplet out
several times in beautiful letters or create new words which made no rhyme or reason. I wasn t really very keen about studying . To pick up a
book and sit with it for an hour was a tremendous eJort. As soon as I found a chance I d leave the hostel and g o to the field and play marbles
or fly paper kites or sometimes just meet a chum--what could be more fun? But as soon as I came back into the room and saw my brother s
scowling  face I was petrified. His first question would be, Where were you! Always this question, always asked in the same tone and the...
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