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Mariner Books, United States, 2012. Paperback. Book Condition: New. Reprint. 201 x 132 mm. Lang uag e: Eng lish . Brand New Book. An
achievement . . . [that] fuses the romanticism of the early Kerouac and his mentor, Thomas Wolfe, with the wry humor of Richard Yates. New
York Times Book Review Tommy Og den, an outsized character holding  court in his mansion outside robber-baron-era Chicag o, declines to
g ive his wife the money to commission a bust of herself from the French master Aug uste Rodin, and instead announces his intention to endow
a boys school. His decision reverberates years later in the life of Lee Goodell, whose coming  of ag e is at the heart of Ward Just s emotionally
potent novel. Lee s life in the small town of New Jesper, Illinois, is irrevocably chang ed by the rape of one of his hig h school classmates. His
father, a local judg e and a member of the Committee of civic leaders that runs the town, votes to suppress the crime in the name of protecting
their community. His mother responds by forcing  a move to Chicag o s North Shore, where Lee enrolls in the private Og den Hall School for
Boys. Both the crime and the school come to profoundly shape Lee s knowledg e of how the world works. Years later, Lee meets his victimized
classmate. Their charg ed encounter is a confirmation of his understanding  that how and what we remember lies at the heart of life. Sharply
observant, prag matic, mordantly funny, and stubbornly romantic, Ward Just is a spellbinding  storyteller . . . Rodin s Debutante is a powerful
tale of daunting  revelations and determined self-expression. Donna Seaman, WBEZ, Chicag o Public Radio An understated and delicate
offering  by a master. Kirkus Reviews.
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