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Star-Sp an gl ed Ban n er: Th e U n l i kel y Story of          
A m eri ca' s Nati on al  A n th em         

By Marc Ferris

Johns Hopkins University Press. Hardback. Book Condition: new. BRAND NEW, Star-Spang led
Banner: The Unlikely Story of America's National Anthem, Marc Ferris, Nearly every American
knows The Star-Spang led Banner, the national anthem of the United States of America. Yet
many people dislike the song , contend that it g lorifies militarism, and question its suitability as
the musical embodiment of nationhood. Even professional vocalists have trouble sing ing  the
multi-octave melody and remembering  the words. So why in 1931 did Cong ress desig nate it as
the official national anthem, more than a century after Francis Scott Key put pen to paper? Filled
with fascinating , little-known facts drawn from a variety of primary sources, Star-Spang led
Banner provides the first narrative history of this controversial song , which turns 200 years old in
2014. Marc Ferris' lively account, which traces the evolution of the song 's instant popularity as
well as its use and abuse by Americans of different political stripes, also explains the chang ing
rituals surrounding  the song , including  the practice of standing  - with hats removed and hand
held over the heart - during  public performances. This entertaining  book will appeal to patriots
of all persuasions, along  with sports fans, musicians, veterans, history buffs, and anyone who...
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R e vie ws  

Merely no words and phrases to explain. I was able to comprehended almost everything  out of this created e publication. I am quickly will g et a
satisfaction of studying  a created ebook.
-- C le ta  Do yle     

Very g ood electronic book and useful one. it absolutely was writtern extremely completely and useful. You will not feel monotony at at any moment
of your respective time (that's what catalog s are for relating  to when you question me).
-- P ro f. No a h Z e m la k DDS           
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