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EDGE OF T HE LAGOON: SOME PERSPEC T IVES OF JAFFNA  

iUniverse, United States, 2007. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 224 x 150 mm. Lang uag e: Eng lish . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand
*****.With a mature intellectual tradition and intensive educational provision since the sixteenth century, JaAna had an edg e over the rest of
the country, not only in the matter of educational attainment, but also in other inter-related areas, such as a favourable socio-cultural and
socio-economic ethos, as well as political awareness to org anise themselves. With the attainment of independence in 1948 in the wake of the
liberation of India, JaAna witnessed a g radual decline in all areas, especially with the steady upsurg e of ultra-relig ious and ultra-nationalist
chauvinism, and the substitution of demag og ic rule for g enuine democracy, made possible by a constitution ill-suited to the needs of an
emerg ent nation. While analysing  the situation in the lig ht of available evidence, the book g oes on to arg ue the case for decentralisation of
g overnment and devolution of centralised power in the interest of the nation. Tea from Ceylon! -those were the words that still ring  in my ears
from advertisements in the fiDies, and they always evoked a picture of a mag ical, exotic island world with acres of rich g reen tea bushes
somewhere beyond the swelling  rollers of the Indian ocean. Today Sri Lanka doesn t sound as romantic-but if I were to visit that land, I would
be sure to take with me a copy of Dr Paramothayan s book. The title Edg e of the Lag oon are words, once ag ain, to conjure with! And indeed,
the book takes one to the heart of that mag ical, thoug h turbulent land with its ancient myths and rich mixture of cultures. This is a meticulous,
academic, well-researched study or exploration, especially of Jaffna, that reg ion in the northern apex of that triang ular land just 22...
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