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valley along which caravans travel on their way to Khartoum. Next morning we left for Assouan, and paid a visit en route to the Valley of Lions,
where we were given some grapes, the only ones we saw in Nubia. We also bought two chameleons, chiefly from motives of humanity, for the
young merchant who offered them, a naked little wretch as black as jet, had tied their tails into a knot and was swinging them about in a
manner that gave one vertigo to look at. We gave these two interesting reptiles the run of the cabin. They climbed up the curtains and
explored the windows, and devoured the flies that there did congregate, and so long as they lived we were free from that fifth plague of
Egypt. Their plan of attack was worth watching. They advanced with slow, stealthy, deliberate step and halfclosed eyes, and when within an
inch of their prey their long tongue was shot out with lightning rapidity and suddenness and the fly was gone; but a pleased expression stole
over the chameleons features, a perceptible wink flickered for a moment in his eye, as his throat undulated during the passage of the
wriggling insect, and the creatures skin assumed a deeper and richer green. This was not destined to be our last zoological purchase that
day, foron landing later at Kalabshe we...
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