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Committees, Albany, April 5, 1910 Agriculture in the United States is advancing rapidly, and nowhere is there manifest more activity or more
wide-spread interest than in New York. This general activity is doubtless due largely to increased cost of living and better returns from farm
products. Farm lands in the state are increasing in value and there is every evidence that we are entering a period of great agricultural
development and prosperity. While New York is perhaps not so wholly dependent on its agricultural interests as some of the western and
southern states, still it ranks fourth among the states in the value of its agricultural products, having a total value in 1899, the last census year,
of $245,270,600. Agriculture will always be the principal industry in the greater part of the state and the foundation of its prosperity. With the
renewed interest in agriculture, increasing demands are being made on the educational institutions of the state to provide training in
agricultural subjects. Farmers want their sons and daughters to take up farming as their life work fitly prepared for it. Farmers themselves are
demanding training in advanced scientific methods. City men and boys in ever increasing numbers desire to go on farms and are looking for
places to secure the necessary training. The state has adopted the policy of providing institutions where such education can be obtained,
having established a college of agriculture and three special schools of agriculture, besides having begun the introduction of agricultural
studies into the common schools and high schools. The state is now facing...
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