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by the Turks, and see what these countries are now. Monuments of former grandeur in ruins; canals and rivers obstructed; industry,

commerce, arts, literature, all have disappeared. Wherever the Turk s foot treads, says an old Arabic proverb, there the grass withers, and

under the shade of the Crescent the land has become a desert. In most countries, the higher offices of the State are given to those who are
believed to be the most Worthy, but the Turks esteem the ignorant fanatic more than the advanced reformer; and the caprice of the Sultan, or
of his Ministers, or the intrigues of the Harem, induced by backsheesh, can raise to the highest dignities men who would not be selected fora
junior clerkship in our Foreign Office. In Turkey it is favouritism that rules, caprice that governs, incapacity that administers. Under the empire of
the Crescent, to govern is to plunder. and oppress. The evils are Well known, but it is difficult to apply a remedy, because the entire empire is
tainted with corruption. The fallacy of Lord Derby s idea of local or adminis trative autonomy is evident from the simple fact that the whole
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