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Peng uin Putnam Inc, United States, 2010. Paperback. Condition: New. Reprint. Lang uag e: Eng lish . Brand New Book. A fascinating  journey with
the sea creature that has captured human imag ination for thousands of years Poseidon s Steed trails the seahorse throug h secluded waters
across the g lobe in a kaleidoscopic history that mirrors man s centuries-old fascination with the animal, sweeping  from the reefs of Indonesia,
throug h the back streets of Hong  Kong , and back in time to ancient Greece and Rome. Over time, seahorses have surfaced in some unlikely
places. We see them immortalized in the decorative arts; in tribal folklore, literature, and ancient myth; and even on the pag es of the earliest
medical texts, prescribed to treat everything  from skin complaints to baldness to flag g ing  libido. Marine biolog ist Helen Scales eloquently
shows that seahorses are indeed fish, thoug h scientists have long  puzzled over their exotic anatomy, and their very strang e sex lives?male
seahorses are the only males in the animal world that experience childbirth! Our first seahorse imag ining s appeared six thousand years ag o
on cave walls in Australia. The ancient Greeks called the seahorse hippocampus (half-horse, half-fish) and sent it g alloping  throug h the oceans
of mytholog y, pulling  the sea g od Poseidon s g olden chariot. The seahorse has even been the center of a modern-day international art
scandal: A two-thousand-year-old wing ed seahorse brooch was plundered by Turkish tomb raiders and sold to the Metropolitan Museum of
Art in New York. A book that is as charming  as the seahorse itself, Poseidon s Steed bring s to life an aquatic treasure. Seahorses lead quiet
lives, tucked away out of sig ht on the seafloor. It is rare to catch a g limpse of a seahorse in its natural habitat. But even if few have seen one
live, these exotic, seeming ly prehistoric creatures exist quite vividly in...
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