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Secretary of Defense James Forestall to examine the status of reserve forces recommended the abolition of the National Guard, and in 1964,
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National Guard. Both proposals failed because of strong  cong ressional opposition, fueled by the eEective lobbying  of associations aEiliated
with the National Guard and Reserves and other interest g roups. Since the introduction of the Total Force Policy in 1973, reserve forces have
been increasing ly integ rated with active-duty forces, to the extent that the distinction between the two has beg un to fade. Some observers
arg ue that this integ ration has g one too far in view of the traditional citizen-soldier role of the National Guard and Reserves.
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