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Subject: Water -- Pollution -- Connecticut River Watershed. Excerpt: . . . concentrations detected. The proportion of these GEOGRAPHIC
DISTRIBUTION OF selected trace elements due to contamination can be SELECTED TRACE ELEMENTS AND estimated by comparing sample
concentrations to ORGANIC COMPOUNDS world-wide averages of elemental concentrations in the Earths crust, or average crustal abundance.
About one-half of all selected trace-element concentrations Trace Elements detected in the study unit exceeded their average Inorganic
elements may be derived from the crustal abundance and thus such elevated weathering of rocks or they may be introduced into the
concentrations could potentially represent environment by human activities. Of the 45 inorganic contamination by human activities. All
measurements elements analyzed, 41 were present in concentrations of lead and zinc were greater than the average crustal greater than the
analytical detection limit ( Harris, abundance, although only two sites contained nickel 1997 ). Most inorganic elements were detected in nearly
concentrations greater than the average crustal every sample; 38 of the 41 were detected in at least 95 abundance. In addition, median
concentrations for lead, percent of the samples. In contrast, europium, mercury, and zinc were above the average crustal molybdenum, and
tin were detected relatively abundance, but those for chromium, copper and nickel infrequently, each being detected in only 1 of the 43 were
not ( table 2 ). All maximum concentrations of the samples. Bismuth, gold, holmium, and tantalum were selected trace elements exceeded the
average crustal not detected in any of the samples. Complete data on abundance, and minimum concentrations of lead and inorganic
element concentrations are tabulated by zinc detected in the study unit were greater than the Harris ( 1997 ). average crustal abundance.
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