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Cornell University Press, United States, 2016. Hardback. Condition: New. Lang uag e: Eng lish . Brand New Book. In The Power of Systems, Eg le
Rindzeviciute introduces readers to one of the best-kept secrets of the Cold War: the International Institute of Applied Systems Analysis, an
international think tank established by the U.S. and Soviet g overnments to advance scientific collaboration. From 1972 until the late 1980s IIASA
in Austria was one of the very few permanent platforms where policy scientists from both sides of the Cold War divide could work tog ether to
articulate and solve world problems. This think tank was a rare zone of freedom, communication, and neg otiation, where leading  Soviet
scientists could try out their innovative ideas, benefit from access to Western literature, and develop social networks, thus paving  the way for
some of the key science and policy breakthroug hs of the twentieth century.Ambitious diplomatic, scientific, and org anizational strateg ies were
employed to make this arena for cooperation work for g lobal chang e. Under the umbrella of the systems approach, East-West scientists co-
produced computer simulations of the long -term world future and the anthropog enic impact on the environment, using  g lobal modeling  to
explore the possible eCects of climate chang e and nuclear winter. Their concern with g lobal issues also became a vehicle for transformation
inside the Soviet Union. The book shows how computer modeling , cybernetics, and the systems approach challeng ed Soviet g overnance by
undermining  the linear notions of control on which Soviet g overnance was based and creating  new objects and techniques of g overnment.
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