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Essay from the year 2006 in the subject American Studies - Literature, g rade: A, University of Paderborn, lang uag e: Eng lish, abstract: An
intrig uing  and controversial phenomenon in cultural theory is the fusion of hig h-and popular culture as characteristic of the postmodern
period. Once provocative artists such as Brecht, Picasso and others had lost their subversive powers in school curricula and the museum and
so were fully embraced by the bourg eoisie. In leG wing  reactionary fashion a new trend was born in British and American underg round
collectives, which aimed to incorporate the trivial and commercial into cultural expression. A new g eneration was on the move, which
reg arded an absolute distinction between elite-and mass production as extremely unhip. The most famous example is probably Andy Warhol's
pop art, which inevitably bring s to mind stacked up Brillo boxes, Coca Cola bottles and Campbell soup cans, combining  sophisticated painting
techniques with mundane advertising  imag es. When measured ag ainst the 'real' culture of modernism, postmodernism sig nifies a culture of
kitsch in much of the approach conceptualized by the leading  American theorist Fredric Jameson. He puts a distinctly political spin on the
concept of postmodernism in his book 'Postmodernism or the Cultural Log ic of Late Capitalism'. He views it as the 'cultural dominant' of
g lobal capitalism. What has happened is that aesthetic production today has become integ rated into commodity production g enerally as a
result of American economic domination. As an example of the practice of this new culture, Jameson utilizes cinema, which he reg ards as the
preeminent postmodern medium, due to its emphasis on sig ht. Particular reference is g iven to Hollywood productions of the late 20th century.
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