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*****.The Emerg ency Alert System (EAS) is one of several federally manag ed warning  systems. The Federal Emerg ency Manag ement Ag ency
(FEMA) jointly administers EAS with the Federal Communications Commission (FCC), in cooperation with the National Weather Service (NWS),
an org anization within the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA). The NOAA/NWS weather radio system has been
upg raded to an all-hazard warning  capability. Ways to improve the NOAA network and the broader-based EAS are underway or are being
tested. Much has been accomplished in recent years but the current hodg epodg e of warning  and alert systems is inadequate for fully alerting
the public about terrorist attacks or natural disasters, or for providing  information on how to respond. As was demonstrated on September 11,
2001, aJer the southeast Asian tsunami on December 26, 2004, and ag ain when Hurricane Katrina struck the Gulf Coast, the ability to
communicate aJer a disaster also has a critical role in saving  lives. EAS is built on a structure conceived in the 1950 s when over-the-air
broadcasting  was the best-available technolog y for widely disseminating  emerg ency alerts. The Intellig ence Reform and Terrorism Prevention
Act (P.L. 108-458) has addressed the possibility of using  advanced telecommunications and Internet technolog ies for emerg ency notification
by requiring  two .
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