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historic book may have numerous typos and missing text. Purchasers can download a free scanned copy of the original book (without typos)
from the publisher. Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1883 Excerpt: . . . which he could not give himself This act was common during the times of the
German migration. Practices of the sort described in relation to land were unknown in Germany, but, in the spirit of loyalty, in the strong tie of
personal devotion which bound the German warriors to their chief, we have a relation similar to that of patron and client, though different in its
origin and meaning. The Germans, finding these customs in the society which they conquered, readily understood and adopted them,
gradually adding their own ideas; and from these sources, the benefice and the patronage, the Roman methods and the German spirit, come
the forms of the feudal system in relation to land, and the personal connection between lord and vassal. It was in Gaul that these Roman
practices had especially prevailed, and Gaul became the nursery of the feudal system. As to the causes of the spirit rather than of the forms, the
spirit which gave the feudal system its hold upon society, they are to be found in the confusion of the times, the disruption of society, the
difficulty of communication, the absence of general ideas, the narrowing of sight and interest. The strong man, the baron of the
neighborhood, could give some degree of protection and security. The central authority, which nominally governed the state, could give
none. Therefore, whatever, near the strong mans castle, needed security, submitted itself to him in return for his protection. His subjects
looked...
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