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Prof. Tait and myself. The preface I write in the first person, as this enables me to oIer some personal explanations. For many years past I have
been accustomed, no doubt very imperfectly, to introduce to my class the subject of Quaternions as part of elementary Alg ebra, more with the
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alike to the student and the subject forbade that I should stop short at that point where, more simply and more eIectually than at any other,
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mathematical sciences- are based, I could not but bring  before my class the names of g reat men who spoke in other tong ues and belong ed to
other nationalities than their ownDiophantus, Des Cartes, Lag rang e, for instance and it was not just to omit the name of one as g reat as any of
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