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REGULAT ING ROMANC E: YOUT H LOVE LET T ERS, MORAL ANXIET Y, AND INT ERVENT ION IN       
UGANDA S T IME OF AIDS (HARDBAC K) 

Vanderbilt University Press, United States, 2016. Hardback. Condition: New. Lang uag e: Eng lish . Brand New Book. Drawing  on ten years of
ethnog raphic research, two hundred fi?y interviews, and over three hundred youth love letters, author Shanti Parikh uses lively vig nettes to
provide a rare window into young  people s heterosexual desires and practices in Ug anda. In chapters entitled Unbreak my heart, I miss you
like a desert missing  rain, and You re just playing  with my head, she invites readers into the world of secret long ing s, disappointments, and
anxieties of young  Ug andans as they g rapple with everyday diAiculties while creatively imag ining  romantic futures and possibilities.Parikh also
examines the unintended consequences of Ug anda s ag g ressive HIV campaig ns that thrust sexuality and anxieties about it into the public
sphere. In a context of economic precarity and g enerational tension that constantly complicates young  people s notions of consumption-
based romance, communities experience the dilemmas of protecting  and policing  young  people from reputational and health dang ers of
sexual activity. They arrested me for loving  a school g irl is the title of a chapter on controlling  delinquent daug hters and punishing  defiant
boyfriends for attempting  to undermine patriarchal authority by asserting  their adolescent romantic ag ency. Sex education prog rams strug g le
between risk and pleasure amidst morally charg ed debates among  international donors and community elders, transforming  the youthful
female body into a platform for public critique and concern. The many sides of this research constitute an eloquently executed critical
anthropolog y of intervention.
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