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World s Convention, Held in London, Aug ust, 1846 Fellow Countrymen, The ag e in which we live is called the Ag e of Reform; and among  the
nations of the earth, Eng land takes the foremost rank among st Reformers. The wise and the g ood in all countries look to it for example, and
in most instances look to it with hope; but there is one Giant Evil yet to be reformed, in which its example is more pernicious than beneficial,
and in which its national influence has created so vast an amount of injury, that all its energ ies should be put forth at once, and without an
hours delay, to remove the blot from its otherwise brig ht escutcheon. As a people, you are intellig ent - the world admits it: - but, much as you
have learnt, and g reat as is the superiority you manifest, in arts, in science, and in commerce, you are yet, as far as the majority of your
numbers is concerned, steeped in the profoundest ig norance as to the extent of injury sustained by you all, in a g reater or lesser deg ree, by
what you deem the innocent and moderate use of intoxicating  drinks. As a people you are wealthy - no other people on the g lobe are your
equals in this: - but, in no country on earth is so larg e a portion of that wealth utterly wasted and destroyed, as it is by usag es and customs
prevalent among  you, in all ranks of society, from the cottag e to the palace - by all ag es,...
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