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aimed to present a series of related selections that would arouse thought and provoke oral discussion in the class-room, as well as furnish
suitable models of style. In most cases the pieces are too long to be adequately handled in one class hour. A live topic may well be discussed

for several hours, until its various sides have been examined and students are awakened to the many questions at issue. The editors have

aimed, also, to supply selections so rich and vital in content that instructors themselves will feel challenged to add to the class discussion

from their own knowledge and experience, and so turn a stream of fresh ideas upon stock notions. Thus English composition, which in many
courses in our larger institutions is now almost the only non-special study, can be made a direct means of liberalization in the meaning and art
of life, as well as an instrument for correct and effective writing. The present volume therefore differs from others in the same field. Many recent
collections contain pieces too short and unrelated to satisfy the ideals suggested above - ideals which, the editors feel sure, are held by an

increasing number of teachers. And older and newer collections alike have been constructed primarily with the purpose of illustrating the

conventional categories, - description, narration, exposition. Teachers of composition everywhere are becoming distrustful of an arrangement

which is frankly at variance with the actual practice of writing, and are of the opinion that it is better to set the student to the...
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