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University of California Press, United States, 2014. Paperback. Condition: New. New. Lang uag e: Eng lish . Brand New Book. This book traces the
journeys of a stone across the world. From its remote point of orig in in the city of Nishapur in eastern Iran, turquoise was traded throug h India,
Central Asia, and the Near East, becoming  an object of imperial exchang e between the Safavid, Mug hal, and Ottoman empires. Along  this trail
unfolds the story of turquoise--a phosphate of aluminum and copper formed by nature in rocks below the surface of the earth--and its
discovery and export as a g lobal commodity. In the material culture and imperial reg alia of early modern Islamic tributary empires moving
from the steppe to the sown, turquoise evolved into a sacred stone and color, a potent symbol of power projected in vivid color displays.
From the empires of Islamic Eurasia, the turquoise trade reached Europe, where the stone was soug ht aGer and collected as an exotic object
from the East. The Eurasian turquoise trade lasted into the nineteenth century, when the oldest mines in Iran collapsed and lost Aztec mines in
the Americas reopened, unearthing  more accessible sources of the stone to rival the Persian blue. Sky Blue Stone recounts the orig ins, trade,
and circulation of a natural object in the context of the history of Islamic Eurasia and g lobal encounters between empire and nature.
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