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Forg otten Books, United States, 2015. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 229 x 152 mm. Lang uag e: Eng lish . Brand New Book ***** Print on
Demand *****.Excerpt from The Particular Description of Eng land, 1588: With Views of Some of the Chief Towns and Armorial Bearing s of Nobles
and Bishops The book which is here reproduced appears to have been almost entirely overlooked, in spite of its unique interest. The early
history of the Ms. is not known, but we learn from a note on the fly-leaf at the beg inning  of the book that it was g iven to Sir Hans Sloane by Sir
Paul Methuen. It came into the possession of the nation when the British Museum was founded by the purchase of Sloane s Collections. The
Manuscript is mentioned by Noble in his History of the Colleg e of Arms, who says, He (Smith) wrote a description of this king dom; embellishing
it with drawing s of its chief towns (p. 218). It may seem strang e to some that a work containing  carefully drawn views of London, Cambridg e,
Bristol, Bath, c., made in Elizabeth s reig n, should not have attracted notice, but nothing  will surprise those who know what treasures lie
hidden in the MS. collections of our country. In 1876, when one of us (H. B. W.) was compiling  a notice of Norden s Map of London for Mr.
Furnivall s edition of Harrison s Description of Eng land (New Shakspere Society), his attention was drawn by Mr. Furnivall to a note in Rye s
Foreig ners in Eng land, where mention was made of the view of London. The MS. was then examined and its value at once seen. Mr. Furnivall
caused woodcuts to be made of the views of Canterbury and Cambridg e for publications of the Chaucer and Early Eng lish Text Society. We (Mr.
Ashbee and...
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